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3. b. Pyoderma
Gangrenosum

1. h. Squamous Cell
Carcinoma
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4. i. Scleroderma

2. ¢. Ulcer in Sickle
Cell Disease.
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5. f. Osteomyelitis
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Congrotstations!

New Chairman of the
General Medical Council

Professor Peter Rubin has been elected recently to lead
the G.M.C. He was born in 1948 and grew up in
Cornwall, and was the first member of his family to go
to University. He is a consultant physician and has
spent much of his career specialising in medical
disorders in pregnancy. As Professor of Therapeutics
and Hon. Consultant Physician, Professor Rubin
continues to be involved in front line medicine at
Nottingham University Hospitals.

He was Chair of the GMC Education Committee from
2002 - 2008, Chair of the Postgraduate Medical

Education and Training Board (PMETB) from 2005 - 2008 and Dean of the Faculty
of Medicine and Health Sciences at the University of Nottingham from 1997 - 2003.
He also has considerable experience of other professions.

As a Board member of the Higher Education Funding Council for England, he co-
Chaired the Dental Joint Implementation Group and he also chaired the project
group in Nottingham that developed the first new Vet School in the UK for over half

a century.

Asha Khemka O.B.E.

Mrs Asha Khemka has been appointed an Officer of the
Order of the British
Empire (OBE) by the
Queen in recognition of
her services to Further
Education. She is the first
Asian female college prin-
cipal in the country to
receive the honour. Mrs
Khemka is the Principal
and Chief Executive of
West  Nottinghamshire
College. Y

She had won the Asian Jewel Award in 2007 for her
contribution to promoting excellence in education and
the Asian Women of Achievement Award in 2008 for
her distinguished career in the field of education. Last
year she launched the Inspire and Achieve Foundation,
in the House of Parliament, a charity dedicated to rais-
ing the aspirations of disadvantaged young people.




Merseyside & Cheshire Division
hosts G.P. Forum Meeting

I was privileged to attend the Merseyside and Cheshire Divisional meeting on
Friday 13th March 2009 as Chairman of BIDA GP Forum, at the invitation of
Divisional Chairman, Dr T K Rastogi, and National Chairman, Dr S Sarker. We
all know that Merseyside Division is the largest division in UK.

Divisional Chairman, Dr T K Rastogi, welcomed everybody to the meeting and
introduced Mr Torella, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Aintree Hospital,
Liverpool, who gave an excellent presentation on “Stepping Up Vascular
Protection”.

The National Chairman, Dr S Sarker, spoke briefly of BIDA activities and his
recent meeting with the CMO, Sir Liam Donaldson.

In my presentation | highlighted the issues facing GPs today. They included (1)
fallout from 2009/2010 GMS Deal and Changes in QoF pay, (2) MPIG
Formula/Minimum Income Guarantee, (3) Plight of Single Handed Doctors
and Small Practices, (4) Darzi Centres and Polyclinics. | also touched on
Revalidation and our trust in BMA/GMC to act in the interest of IMGs
(International Medical Graduates).

The event ended with a vote of thanks from Dr B Das, Divisional Secretary, and
a delicious Indian meal.

Dr Amit Banerjee
BIDA GP Forum Chairman

North Wales Division

National Chairman of BIDA, Dr S Sarker (centre), pictured with members of the North
Wales Division at their monthly Educational Meeting.

North Wales Division met on 28th May 2009 for their monthly Educational
Meeting at War Memorial Club, Wrexham with huge attendance by its
members from both Primary and Secondary Care and all Officers of the
Division. Dr Ambavalan, Consultant Respiratory Physician from Glan Clwyd
Hospital, Rhyl gave an excellent presentation on the “Diagnosis and
Management of COPD”. The issues of health economies, financial burden on
NHS resources and huge workload on Primary Care with emphasis on chronic
disease management within Primary Care were the salient features of the
discussion. Dr Bachi Sarker, National Chairman, attended this meeting where
he gave an account of the current problems faced by overseas doctors with
everchanging rules by the immigration authorities causing them great hardship.
He also touched upon the implications of revalidation faced by ethnic minority
doctors. Meeting was chaired by Dr Jay Nankani who thanked the speakers,
guests and the sponsors. The meeting concluded with Indian dinner and the
next meeting was announced to be scheduled for 24th June 2009.

Email us at bidanews@ hotmail.co.uk or write to

Burnley, Pendle & Rossendale Division

Members of the Burnley, Pendle & Rossendale Division were delighted to
welcome the visit of the National Chairman, Dr S Sarker, on 29th May 2009 at
their monthly educational meeting. This was the National Chairman’s first visit
to the division since his election last year. He was introduced to the members
by the Divisional Chairman, Dr Qazi Jehangir. Dr Sarker reminded the
members, the challenging role of BIDA in the present atmosphere of NHS. He
emphasised that the
strength of any organisa-
tion depends on the
strength of members and
he appealed to all
members to recruit at
least one new member.

Burnley, Pendle &
Rossendale Division is
cohesive and strong.
Approximately 15 years
ago the division was
almost “finished”, as little
or no interest in the
branch existed. Dr N
Singh breathed new life into the division, ‘turned it around’, and it is now
extremely dynamic with members actively participating in the divisional activi-
ties. The monthly educational meetings organised by the divisional
secretary Dr Pranab Sarkar are very well attended. The executive committee
meetings are held at two monthly intervals discussing local and national issues.

National Chairman of BIDA, Dr S Sarker (3rd from right)
pictured with members of the Burnley, Pendle & Rossedale
Division

BIDA North East Division A.G.M.

The Northeast Division held
its AGM on 21st March at
the Postgraduate Centre of
South  Tyneside District
General Hospital. The
meeting was well attended
by approximately fifty
delegates. Mr. Sanjay Kumar
executive committee
member welcomed the
delegates and the meeting
began with an interesting
talk by Matt Hudson /
Dr.Anand on conversational
decoding in which he described deletions, distortions and generalisations as three
processes by which people filter information to experience life. The next speaker,
Dr. Raju, consultant radiologist, explained about the importance of use of ultra-
sonography in diagnosing soft tissue injury. Dr. Umesh Prabhu, Vice President of
BIDA, gave an excellent personal overview of revalidation which is close to our
heart and is imminent from autumn of 2009.

National Chairman of BIDA, Dr S Sarker (front row, 5th
from right) pictured with members of BIDA’s North East
Division at their A.G.M.

Dr. B. Sarker, National Chairman of BIDA, graced the occasion by his presence and
he updated the audience with endeavour and enthusiasm with which BIDA is
approaching the GMC, the Department of Health and the BMA to resolve some of
the issues faced by foreign medical graduates in the U.K. He also
emphasised how hard BIDA is trying to work in collaboration with other
organisations (like BAPIO), since BIDA wants to make its voice stronger and be
heard, which is only possible if we all unite for the same cause.

This was followed by the Annual General Meeting in which Dr. A. Banerjee (chair-
man), Ram Singh (Secretary) and Santosh Gupta (Treasurer) presented their
reports. Mr. Viswanath, captain of the cricket team, updated the meeting on how
he is preparing for the tournament this year and is hopeful for a good performance.
Dr. Ambu Patel was unanimously elected Deputy Treasurer of North East Division,
replacing Dr. T. Sinharay who resigned from the post.

The Editor, BIDA News Review, 411-413 East Prescot Road, Liverpool, Merseyside L14 2DE
Artlcles and letters may be edited - please keep them to the point!
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