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I have been President of the Association since September 2008 and every
time it comes to writing my report for BIDA News Review, I have great
difficulty finding any stimulating news for you.

As we all know, our Members of parliament are in disrepute regarding
their allowances, leading to public outrage and an all time low in
confidence.  The present economic situation will improve but who knows
how long that will take?  National Health Services with its present
policies has led to unhappiness for doctors providing those services,
patients receiving the services and staff working within the NHS
suffering from low morale due to the never ending changes.

The recent flawed National Patient Survey for Access to General Practice
had a very low response rate causing many practices to have damaging
and disproportionate results.

It is essential that practices adversely affected by the National Survey
write to their Primary Care Trust to lodge a complaint about the survey.

There are further losses to come with change in prevalence and cost of
living rise with reduction of MPIG - giving with one hand and taking with
the other.   This has led to practices paying a cost of living rise to staff
whilst taking a reduction in Practice income.  

As the NHS now needs more doctors in hospitals they are inviting
doctors from abroad to come for a “training” period of two years and I
cannot understand what kind of training can be achieved in just two

years.  The training period should be
four years minimum so that when a doc-
tor returns to his country of origin they
will be able to benefit patients with the
knowledge they have gained.

Revalidation may be starting in 2011
and many doctors in General Practice
are unsure how to approach or prepare for it. RCGP under its
proposals expect GPs to undergo 5 Annual Appraisals, have Personal
Development Plans, earn 250 Learning Credit Points and undergo two
MSF assessments and patient surveys.  As yet it is unclear how the
learning credits will be organised. We must start preparing for
Revalidation Appraisal and there will be meetings organised by BIDA,
Quality Group, PCTs and PCOs etc to address the issues.

On a positive note, BIDA ARM/AGM will be held in Blackburn on 3rd
and 4th October 2009 and BIDA International Congress will take place
in Kenya in September 2010.

I hope your division will make effort to send their representatives to the
ARM/AGM and I look forward to seeing many of you there.

Best wishes

Dr Deepak Trivedi
National President, BIDA

Dr Deepak Trivedi
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BIDA held its Divisional Chairmen & Secretaries Meeting on
Saturday 28th March 2009 at the LACE Conference Centre in
Liverpool, which was a very successful event with high quality
presentations followed by a lively discussion.  Dr S Sarker, the
National Chairman referred to the problems faced by IMGs. He
welcomed Dr Romesh Mehta, the President of BAPIO who
attended the meeting.  Dr U Prabhu, Professor I Singh, Professor
R Madhok and Ms Rhian Williams formed a group panel for a
‘Question & Answer’ session which was most informative and
beneficial to the members.  In the afternoon, Divisional
representatives gave their reports and had the opportunity to put
forward some of their views.

BIDA’s Annual President’s Cup Cricket Tournament is being
organised by Dr Bharat Bhasin, the National Sports Co-ordinator
and nine divisional teams have entered this year.  This event always
attracts a lot of interest, especially among the more junior
members and no doubt will be a keenly contested competition
again.  

The number of members remains constant and we are currently
working to try and rejuvenate some of the smaller, less active
divisions.  I am hoping to organise meetings for Preston, Rochdale
& Bury, Sheffield, Coventry and Leicester.   The BIDA National
Executive Committee plans to hold roadshows in different areas
each year to try and generate interest and recruit members, but

this requires financial expenditure and
Pharmaceutical Companies are not
able to give as much financial
assistance as previously, although they
may sponsor clinical presentations.  

BIDA relies on the income from the
membership subscriptions to function
and there are added costs such as holding the ARM/AGM each
year which needs to be self-sufficient and not incur a deficit.

At the recent Finance Committee Meeting, the EC Members were
looking at ways to reduce costs and I feel very strongly that the
Association needs to attract young doctors who have come from
other countries and those who are from overseas origin.  The
National Executive Committee is looking at co-opting members,
particularly from Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Bangladesh and the Middle
East. 

Once again, I am very thankful to all the National Officers,
especially Dr S Sarker for his hard work in promoting the welfare
of the Association and the Divisional Chairmen and Secretaries for
their vital contribution.  Also a special thanks to the members for
their continued support and to the Central Office staff.

Dr Ashok Kakkar
National Secretary, BIDA

Dr Ashok Kakkar
National Secretary, BIDA
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All Booking Forms, along with Deposit, to be sent to: BIDA, “ODA House”, 316A Buxton Road, Great Moor, Stockport SK2 7DD   Tel: 0161 456 7828

For more news, views and information about
BIDA, visit our website today at

www.bidaonline.org.uk
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